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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the caneful review of this application. No 
amendments to the claims and specification were made via this paper. Claims 1-55 are 
currently pending in this application. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U,S,C S lQ2fb^ 

Claims 1-55 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rhoads (U-S. Published Patent Application No. 2002/0029253). Applicant respectfully 
traverses for the following reasons. 

Rhoads apparently discloses that a given data object can perhaps contain both a 
graphical representation to a network user and embedded information, such as the URL 
address of another network node, thereby to permit the object itself to serve as an 
automated hot link. The underlying development tools and web site browsers create 
and identify such an object for use in a manner similar to a hot link, as provided on the 
World Wide Web. 

Regarding independent claims 1 and 20, Rhoads does not disclose that a 
promotional message is received or pushed that is based on the transmitted message 
code which the Examiner has indicated to be disclosed at Rhoads' paragraph [0350]: 



[0350] Tlift principles of this invention cao also be utiH2ed 
as aD exact form of sieganagraphy proper. Il is suggested 
lhal such exact forms of stcganocjaphy, whether those of 
prior an or those of this iaveoiion, be combined with the 
relatively recent art of the ^'digital signniure" and/or the DSS 
(digital signature standard) in such a way that a receiver ol' 
a gK^en crapirical dala file can first verify that not one single 
bit of information has been nllered in the received file^ and 
thus verify ihat the contained exact steganographic message 
has nol been altered. 

-RhoadS;. paragraph [0350] 
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As can be seen from the above entry, Rhoads' paragraph [0350] discusses a method to 
ensure that a received file has not been altered and simply does not mention anything 
relating to a promotional message. 



Claim 2 discloses that processing the image includes reading intensity values for 
pixels forming the image, locating the message carrier by analyzing the intensity values, 
locating the message code within the message carrier and reading intensity values for 
pixels forming the message code to acquire the message code. On the other hand, 
Rhoads' paragraphs [0148] through [0150] describe a system for encoding a word onto 
a signal: 

[Q14X] To iiOJreKS ibesc and olticr needs, ihc system 2041 of 
KIG. 5 can be (^ai;»kiycd. System 200 can be ihuugiil uf as 
All Jd«miJk;iiioii cc^dlng Miick bcix 202, Tlie sy5itcin 200 
rcccivcsi an inpiil v'^igiiaL {AOinciimc^ termed the **m»sit;r'' or 
*'Tiin;i>jpdcd" sijjyial) and a ctKlc word, and pnxJuccs (gun- 
crnlly in teal Icrac) an idcntiricatlon-codcd outpu.l sigoal. 
(Ujfu;illy, Ihu »y.sii:n) pmvidcs key data for u.sc in la lor 
ducoding.) 

[0J49] Jlw usnictits of Ihc "black box"202 can laku vari- 
ous furinjiL. An exciii^jbry l^l^ck bux «>^tvni !>lwwji iii PIG. 
6 und includcii a look-up ubk 2<M, a cJigiul oujsc source 
206, fii^l and stiCOixK scalcis 208, 21(1, citi adder/fiiibt racier 
212, » tncitsor)' 214, and a register 216. 

[0150] Jlic inpui si^aul (which in ibc illu-slraictl cmbodi- 
vmm iS 911 S-2C> bii data sj^)al provided al ti r:icc of odc 
miUiuosaoiplt^per t^ciiiKl.biK wbich m oii»;r <i;mEiiidiiTK;ii!s 
ctMild be an uualug siiirKil il" apprupriaic A/D and D/A 
couversion is provided) is applied rrom uu tnpui 218 U> Lbc 
address iapvl 220 of ihc lock-up isble 2<M. For each iupiii 
sample (i.e. look-up table address), Ihc table provider « 
currespondiiig 84iii digital output word. This output word in 
ibrcd asi. a scaling factor lhal is appb'cd to one input of ihc fifsr 
sealer 2(18. 

-Rhoads, paragraphs [0148]-[01501 and figures 5-6 



Encoding a word onto a signal Is essentially the opposite of claim 2. Claim 2 Is directed 
towards acquiring a message code from a signal, not tal<mg a message code and 
encoding it onto the signal. 



FIG. 5 
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FIG, 6 




Claim 3 differs from claim 2 in ttiat the image is transmitted to a second remote 
system for the subsequent processing. The Examiner has indicated that Rhoads' 
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paragraph [0148] through [0150] also discloses transmitting the image to the second 
remote system. Applicant respectfully submits that this claim limitation is not disclosed 
at the referenced section of Rhoads. 



Claims 9-12 and 26-29 were also rejected, in part, over Rhoads' paragraph 
[0H8] through [0150]. Claims 9-12, 26-29 and 36-39 disclose that the message code 
and promotional message are sent and received over a wireless network and the 
wireless network can be a GSM, a CDMA or a TDMA network. No mention is made of 
these claim elements in Rhoads' paragraphs [0148] through [0150]. 



Claims 16, 21-25, 31, 35, 42, 46, 51 and 53-54 were also rejected, in part, over 
Rhoads' paragraphs [0148] through [0150]. Claims 16, 24 and 42 disclose that the 
message code includes text codes, graphical symbols or an alphanumeric string. 
Applicant does concede that Rhoads discloses a 'code word'. Again, however, the 
claimed embodiments are directed towards processing an image to extract Information, 
which can take the form of a text-code, and are not directed towards encoding a text 
code Into a signal. 



Claims 21-23, 25 and 46 detail the message carrier and message code in that the 
message carrier include an identifying border and the message code, the message 
carrier can take the form of transitions between light and dark regions and the message 
code can be a plurality of blocks or multiple graphical symbols. Rhoads' paragraphs 
[0148] through [0150] do not mention these claimed embodiments. 
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Claims 31^ 51 and 53 are directed towards reading intensity values for pixels 
forming tlie Image, locating tlie message carrier by analyzing the intensity values, 
iocating the message code within the message carrier and reading intensity values for 
pixels forming the message code to acquire the message code. Again, Rhoads does not 
disclose these claimed embodiments via paragraphs [0148] through [0150]. 



For claim 54, claim 54 discloses extracting a message code from a message 
carrier and receiving a promotional message based on the message code. As was 
previously explained, paragraphs [0148] through [0150] disclose encoding a code word 
onto a signal, not extract a message code as claim 54 indicates. Paragraphs [0148] 
through [0150] also do not disclose receiving a promotional message based on the 
message code. 



Claims 4-8, 13-15, 17-19, 32-34, 40-41, 43-45, 47, 49 and 55 were all rejected, 
in part, to Rhoads' paragraph [0338]: 

[0338] A simple-minded approach would be to assign a 2 
by 2 block of pixels all to be raodulalcd with the same 
ullimale signaLiire grey value, rather lhan Qiodulaling a 
single itssigned pixel. A more fancy approach is depicl&cl in 
FIGS. 21A and 21B, where an array of pixel groups is 
dcpictecl. This is a specific example of a large class of 
configurations. The idea is thai now a certain small region of 
pixels is associated with a given unique bit plane in the N-bit 
identification word, and thai this grouping acnially shares 
pixels betv^^een bit planes (though it doesn't necessary have 
to share pixels, as in the case of a 2x2 block of pixels above). 
-Rhoads, paragraph [0338] 
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FIG. 2.1 A 
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FIG.21B 
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-Rhoads, Figs. 21A-21B 

This section of Rhoads details a situation wherein multiple pixels have become merged, 
for example due to an ink smudge, and should therefore be processed as a group, 
rather than each pixel separately, since it is essentially now one large pixel. 



Claims 4-6 and 32-34 describe embodiments where pixels of an image are 
scanned and analyzed via vertical columns. Rhoads' paragraph [0338] does not disclose 
that. 



Claim 7 discloses a database containing promotional messages and claim 8 
discloses that a promotional message contained in the database further includes an 
electronic coupon that can be used at a point-of-sale terminal. Neither claim limitation is 
contained in Rhoads' paragraph [0338]. 



Claims 13-15, 17-19; 40-41, 43-45 and 47 details the message carrier structure. 
For example, dark and light colored regions and an identif/ing border. Rhoads' 
paragraph [0038] and related figures 21A and 21B may appear to disclose some of 
these aspects. However, it is merely coincidental as Rhoads is teaching a method of 
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pfxel processing for a different purpose. Therefore^ Rhoads also does not disclose the 
aspects of claims 13-15 and 17-19. 



Claims 49 and 55 disclose receiving the image, reading intensity values for pixels 
forming the image, locating the message carrier by analyzing the intensity values, 
locating the message code within the message carrier, reading intensity values for 
pixels forming the message code to acquire the message code and transmitting the 
message code. Again, Rhoads paragraph [0338] does not disclose these aspects. 

Turning to claims 30, 48 and 50 the Examiner has indicated that Rhoads' 
reference numeral 200 Is assigned to a wireless communication system. Reference 
numeral 200 actually refers to the system in Rhoads* figure 5 for encoding a signal with 
a code word (which is not a wireless communication system) as was previously 
described: 

[0148] To address llicsc and other D0«ls,lhcsys{cm200of c 
FIG. 5 can be employed. SysJem 200 can be Ihonghl of as r*^' ^ 

;ia ideniiflcation coding black box 202. The syslcra 200 ^^^^ui^nn !_> lOEMTIRCATION- 

receives an input signal (.iomclinjcs icrmcd ihc ''ranslcr" or ig « Ajifl^^^ CODEDOUTPUT 
''uncncoded" signal) and a code word, and produces (gen- REALTIME SI3IW- 

crally i'q real tinje) an ideniificalioD-coded oulpul signal. ^j^^j^ ^ BiCODER ^ KEY DATA 

{Usually, the svslem provides key data for use in later SIGNAL L J (OPTiONAL) 

decoding.) 

-Rhoads, paragraph [0148] and figure 5 



Regarding receiving a promotional message based on the transmitted message 
code. The Examiner has Indicated that figure 22 and paragraph [0384] of Rhoads 
discloses this aspect: 
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DOTAL IMAGE TAKEN 
OF CUSTOMER 




[0384] FIG. 22 ijliislratcs the basic uoforgeUable plastic - ^^Q- 22 

cacd which is quile unique lo each and cvei)' user. Adigiul 
image 940 is taken of (he user of the card A computet, ^Yhich 
is hooked into ik cenlrni accounting network, depicted 
in FIG, 2fi, rocdves (he d^iuil iniiigt; 940, and iiflcr pro- 
cessing il (as be described surrounding FIG. 24) pro- 
diK:es n Anal rendered image wbicb is then printed out onto 
the personal cash card 950. Also depicted in FIG. 22 is a 
sjiaighlforward idcolificalion marking, in this case a bar 
code 952, and optional poalion fiduciak 954 which may 
assisi in simplifying the scannfcg toleratjci^on the Reader 
958d;piciedin FIG. 23, 

-Rhoads, paragraph [0384] and figure 22 

As can be seen, the sections above merely describe capturing an image and transferring 
it to a card. 

Claim 52 specifies computer program product that has instructions to cause a 
processor to capture an image of a message carrier using the digital Image capturing 
device; process the image to acquire a message code from the message carrier, 
transmit the message code to a remote system using the wireless communication 
system and receive a promotional message using the wireless communication system 
based on the transmitted message code. The Examiner indicated that paragraph [0057] 
and figure 6 anticipates claim 52: 

[0057] The JvnplitMlc or pciu^r of ilu& aiiclcd signnt U 
cIclcrmiiKtl hy ihc zcillKtic ami inrnrniai tonal consicler- 
sAysivsfi of cnch nnd wcry ippiicaiu^n isia|; ihc prcscm 
niuilic^drilogv. Tor instance, non-pml'ciSH'ciooal vidcx) can 
siand 10 h.i\\; a hijjljyr cmbciklpd ^>igJllal level wiiht>iui 
hcoomiag no useable iu i}tc avcr.tgc Iwraan c\c. while hh^!i 
precision aodio mny only Ik able ii> acixpl a rulalivuly a-maU 
Ki);ual kvd list ibe human «ar perceive an <j(>)uciiuniibl« 
incfciuw in 'iuss." Tboic siatcincnla oic t;iBiicnilitics »nd 
c^di applicatipii has il» own set of crivcria in choosing ibc 
^ig^inl level off tlitt cmbctidctt idcnlilication si^mil. The 

hii|bcr tlic Iwi-I of ennhcdd%x] signal, Ibc more cvvrvplcd u 
copy c.iri be nnd still Ix: IcIcillLrtcd. On the cMhcr luinJ» tilt; 
hijjihcr ihc Ic^cl ofcinbcdtlctl signal, tlic more objcciuinabb 
:hir jicrcuivcd rtuisv mighi Ik:I potentially impaciing Ht; 
value (if tli4.> (Ustribulecl aMieriiil. 

-Rhoads, paragraph [0057] 
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FIG. 6 
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-Rhoads, figure 6 

Rhoads paragraph [0057] details how to adjust video and audio such that they are not 
negatively impacted when some other signal or image is embedded Into the video and 
audio. Figure 6 shows one possible system for doing so. No disclosure is made to 
acquire a message carrier, extract a message code from the carrier or receive a 
promotional message based on the message code. Applicant therefore respectfully 
submits that Rhoads also does not disclose claim 52. 

In view of the foregoing, withdrawal of the rejections of the claims is respectfully 
requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that all pending claims are allowable and a Notice of Allowance 
is respectfully requested- The amendment was made to expedite the prosecution of this 
application. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejections of the amended claims and 
reser/es the right to re-introduce them and claims of an equivalent scope in a 
continuation application. 

If the Examiner believes that a conference would be of value in expediting the 
prosecution of this application, he is cordially invited to telephone the undersigned 
counsel at the number set out below. 



Dated: January 5, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 

UW OFFICE OF i^RK 3. SPOLYAR 

Jorathan P. Kudia 



Reg, No. 47,724 



Customer No. 30505 

Law Office of Mark J. Spolyar 

38 Fountain St. 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

Telephone: (415) 826-7965 
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